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Abstract:  proto-Japanese-Ryukyuan (pJR) word-initial word-initial consonants were found to regularly 
correspond to Malayo-Polynesian (MP)/Oceanic (OC) consonants. A nealy complete list of the correspondence 
laws were obtained based on cognate list of (p)JR and MP/OC. New Caledonian group shows close similarity in 
cognate comparison with pJR.  Keywords: Consonant-correspondence laws, Oceanic affinity, New Caledonian  
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
The Japanese-Ryukyuan (JR) language (or language 

family) consists of Mainland Japanese (Ml.Jp) and 
Ryukyuan (Ryukyuan), and has been found to be closely 
related to Oceanic [1][2][3], although other theories 
such as Altaic affinities, Dravidian affinity, etc. have 
long been argued [4]. This paper elucidates Oceanic 
(especially New Caledonian) affinity of  proto-JR (pJR). 

II. METHODS, RESULTS, DISCUSSIONS 
  JR words (Mainland Japanese (Ml.Jpn.), Ryukyuan 
(Ryu.) were compared with Austronesian (AN) 
vocabulary listed in Tryon’s “Comparative AN 

Dictionary” (1995) (CAD*). JR-AN cognates thus 
found are listed in Table 1, from which word-initial 
consonant correspondence laws have been established 
in most cases as shown in Table 1 (Revised from [2] ). 
Close phylogenetic affinities of JR to Oceanic/New 
Caledonian are undoughtedly established. 
References: [1] Murayama,S.(1995) “Nihongo no Hikaku-Kenkyuu
(Comparative Study of the Japanese language)”, San’ichi Shobo.
[2] Ohnishi (1999) Evolution of Mongoloid Languages, Shokado,
 Kyoto. [3] Ohnishi, K.and Kiriyama, M. (2008): New Caledone
an origin of the Japanese-Ryukyuan language elucidated by word
-initial consonant correspondence laws, and the importance of Ha
teruma dialect. Materials of the Research Center for Okinawa L
anguages (Okinawa Gengo-Kenkyuu Sentaa Shiryou ) #173 (pp. 
1-18) (In Japanese with Tables in English). [4] Shibatani,M.:   
The Languages of Japan, Cambridge Univ. Press., Cambridge.
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